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formed a wide-ranging reper-
toire in some of the area’s
most architecturally and
acoustically beautiful churches;
played the White House; made
six recordings; and presented
several series of concerts on
WFMT-FM 98.7.

Chicago, as Wikman points
out, has always enjoyed a
strong choral tradition, but
few oratorios or Bach
cantatas were ormed local-

before M Ower the years

ikman has brought to the
city such p :
masterpieces as teverdi’s
“Vespers of the Blessed Vir-
gin,” Purcell’s “King Arthur”
and Mozart's “Idomeneo.”

And he has mmm“idn this
music to performers can
be relied upon to their
best for the ensemble—solo
singers like Linda Mabbs, Ali-
cia Purcell and Kurt R. Han-
sen, and instrumentalists like

L
T

concertmaster Elliott Golub
and trumpeters Barbara Butler
and Charles Geyer, who have
with MOB since vir-
tually its earliest seasons.

“Not only are these people
wonderful artists, are the
most cooperative of human
bcilg." says Wikman. “When
we do a new piece, it’s as if we
already have a common
language: We are able to bring
a performance style almost in-
stantly to music none of us
has done before. The ;ﬁnﬂh of
experience we have eved
over the past 20 years has
really helped. .

The demise last year of Ch-
cago’s much-praised period-in-
strument ensemble, The City
Musick, removed MOB's only
serious rival. Where City
Musick failed was ¥
area in which MOB has ex-
celled—building a strong,
committed stafl and board of
directors. Eight full-time em-

and one part-time staf-
er occupy the company of-
fices. The MOB board has 36

Today’s ising effort s,
o et e
complex than in 1974, when
gltlendnrﬂ' was able to rﬁ::cuc
fledgling group from finan-
cial rain coaxing $400 in
gifts from friends at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. .

These days MOB's solicita-
tions reach into many local
philanthropic pockets, al-
though Butera admits those

have shrunk somewhat
IN a recession economy.

“Even so, our core audience
remains strong,” she says. “We
see it mainly n our ticket re-
newals: Some 62 percent of
our subscriber capacity for
next season will already be mn
place by the end of June. That
has been the pattern for the
past three seasons.”

So much for mnn&; what
about the music? Wikman
says his head is swimming
with more than en reper-
toire to carry Music of the Ba-
roque to its 30th anniversary.
“I feel great about reaching
this milestone, but I have to
admit 1 never thought I was
going to end up doing this for
so long. What 1 ended up
doing were the kind of con-
certs | always wanted to hear
the repertoire, the kind of pre-
sentation, the excitement.

“As for the future, well, the
work is never done. We will
just keep getting better, keep
digging out more secrets from
this wonderful body of music.
That's what it’s all about.”

members. No small measure
of the board’s commitment 1=
that the operating budget has
grown to $1.25 million thas
scason from $700,000 in 1984,

Still, as long as red ink re-
mains a threat (MOB's deficit
stands at about $70,000 this
season), the struggle to survive
will continue, explains Jaz
Bayhin, the Kidder,
Co. vice ident who was re-
cently ed to his second
two-year term as MOB board
chairman.

“We have long believed we
are the No. 3 music producer
in the city, but it has been a

* well-kept secret,” he says.

“And while we are hugel
grateful for the people who
the pews in the churches
where we perform, we reali
we can’t survive with just
those folks behind us.

“That’s why we are more
consciously reaa.}hing a:lgt for
greater support irom the cor-
ganm: community, particular-

those middle-sized compa-
nies that know they can make
an impact with us they may
not be able to make by giving
to the bigger groups.”

Ollendorffs leadership of
MOB was essentially en-
trepreneurial: She galvamized

those around her but basi
ran the o 'zatiunbgm
Although MOB was beginni

mtak:unaninsﬁtpﬁuna]l‘
of its own at the time of her

death, her pasa}lﬁg y ac-
celerated that di t process.
“The gap created by Lucille’s
death was one nobody could
have filled but Lucille,” Butera
explains. “But there were
1ssues of organization and
long-range planning MOB
have had to face even if

she had lived.”



